Hello Buthina, 
My name is Toghi Khorram and we met in Los Angeles while you were promoting awareness of Palestinian issues via your film, WOMEN IN STRUGGLE. 
Thank you first off for dedicating yourself to making this important film and exposing the crimes against the Palestinian people. Your film was so real and thought provoking, it has stayed with me and has effected me deeply and endlessly, I believe.  I am grateful you traveled so far to share further and answer our questions in person. 
At the end of that evening I took some photos of our group of activist-friends at the International Action Center. I am writing in order to make sure it's okay to send you one photo to the address you have on your business card which is, 
Majd Production 
c/o Buthina Canaan Khoury 
Main Street #1, 
Taybeh Ramallah 
Palestine 
Hi my friend, i just have been looking at your film, and still under a big emotion. What a powerful testimony about the resistance in an occupied country. Really dear, you have done a great great job, and more than ever, i KNOW this must be shown as much as possible.

These women are tremendous... such a courage and dignity.

Just also, let me tell you that the construction is really interesting, with some facts of the real life in Palestine, particularly the chek-points, the difficulties of any movement, and it helps really to explain why it's so difficult to live in a country occupied by an army so fearce, and of course it explains why there is a legitime resistance..

the main thing is that this documentary is just so important, and i thank you, really, to have make it. I hope it will help us to explain the palestinian struggle.
love, Mireille

 

Marhaba  Buthinac !

 I realy like u dokumentary movie it was great ;)

 I waiting to buy it from you on dvd :)'

 '',  what is your web-adress?

  

  With best regard Raphael Daoud (Mutaz Shaheen
Hey   oyerkirke.sogneprest@iventelo.net
I am Øyvind from The Palestine Committee who saw your film at Nansenskolen -

the film about these incredible women. My God what a strong film you have

made! I cannot forget the women and their stories. They were so different

personalities, but they had decided to fight for the rights of your people.

I dont think I ever have seen or met so many strong women as in Palestine

and Lebanon, and you let us know som more. I was happy and I was sad

afterwards. Happy for the fighting spirit, but sad at the same time. The

film gave a face to the sadness when the woman in the end was working with

paper and she told us that this she could change... This woman also had a

face herself so filled with suffering and sorrow. And then this terrible

occupation and humiliation you as a people have to live and suffer every day

through so many years.
Your film was so strong because showed us the real and fundamental problem

in the conflict. And in this respect you are continuing to fight the womens

struggle with your camera.

I was happy to hear that you could show your film in many TV. stations. I

hope also that the film could be shown at the norwegian television.

All the best for you and your work and your people.

Sincerely yours Øyvind Sagedal

cphourmati@verizon.net
hello: 
i heard an interview about this film just this morning on wbai radio,  and am greatly interested, but cannot attend due to the short notice. i  am writing to request that the film be re-run here in nyc, as per the  interview wherein it was stated that emailing a request was an option.  please accept this request as a means of creating demand for this very  important film to be shown again. it's a shame the interview was aired  on the last day of the viewing. 
best, 
catherine p. hourmati 
.!.!.!.!.!.!.!.!.!...................................................... ......... 
AFFLICT THE COMFORTABLE / COMFORT THE AFFLICTED 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Dear  Rawan and Buthina;
 

I  was very happy to meet both of you and thanks for sharing with us such great film.  I congratulate you on your work and effort in making this a success. 
As I mentioned briefly last night that I am going to start a project in starting a small  women organization in Boston to help women in Refugee camps in the Middle East, especially in Palestine and Lebanon.  
  

I appreciate your support and looking forward to hearing from you.
 

Please let me know if you have any questions.
 

Best,
Sara
___________________________
Sara Mraish Demeter, President
475 Commonwealth Ave Suite 101
Boston MA, 02108
T:1 617-236-7791
F:1 617-236-7792
M:1 617-407-0530
www.zanzitek.com
we speak globalization 

 

 

Hi Buthina, 
members of the coordinating committee for the Philadelphia Palestine Film Festival have watched your film and we really like it.  we are interested in screening it on Wednesday, May 18 as part of our festival in Philadelphia in a cultural arts center.  We wanted to get your official permission to do this as well as find out about compensating you for the rights to show the film.  We would really appreciate your willingness to be a part of this festival and also your understanding that this is a free festival and we are raising all the money ourselves.  We would be willing to offer you up to $200 for permission to screen the movie, including perhaps keeping a copy so our local organizing group can have it as part of our library.  Let me know if this is feasible for you. thanks, 
nijmie 
Philadelphia Palestine Film Festival
Hello Buthina,

 

I came to view your film at MIT a couple of weeks ago.  I wanted to congratulate you on making such an important and strong film.  I hope your US tour has proven to be successful and enlightening.  It is very important that Americans know what is really going on in Israel/Palestine.  

I also wanted to send you the link to my website.  I'm a photographer, I lived in the region for 2 two and was involved in the various Israeli-Palestinian peace communities.  I also documented the building of the Security Barrier -or WALL.

www.rebeccacheyl.com
 

I will do my best to tell people about your film and to visit your website.

 

Good luck with your tour.

 

Best

Rebecca Heyl

jchazbun@comcast.net
Dear Buthina:
I was at your showing of Women in Struggle at Bryn Mawr yesterday evening and would like to order a copy.  We were a little late finding the place so we missed the beginning.  We were moved by the women’s eloquence in describing their motivation and then their experience and the reaction from others.  It all rang very true – you didn’t hide their acts that resulted in prison sentences nor the present situation for them and other Palestinians now after their sacrifice is over.  It certainly made one reflect on the hardships and uncertain outcomes of political struggle.  The use of sex in the Israeli torture methods of course made one think of Abu Ghreib and other American interrogation methods.  

	Yours sincerely,
 
Joan Hazbun
6 Michele Drive, Media, Pa. 19063    (610)353-2177     


	


Hi Buthina,

This is Steven Fine.   You met me last night

(Thursday) at the American University (AU) .
I truly did find your documentary, Women in Struggle,

very inspiring.   I also talked to a few of the people

who saw the documentary after it was over (including a

few of the SJP-AU folks) and they all agreed that it

was a terrific film.   You did a wonderful job.   I

wish you success on the rest of your tour in Richmond,

the West Coast and in Europe.

The next time you are in the D.C. Metropolitan area,

please do let me know.

Take care.

Steven Fine

	Hi Buthina,
    I'm sure this is one of a million emails you get each day. I just wanted to respond to the film. I saw it last night at Mass Art. I am the American-Egyptian girl who spoke with you and Saul before the film. The film made a strong impression on me, so I have to write something to you. 
    I was very moved by the testimonies of these brave women. I came to fully respect and love their compassion, bravery, rebelliousness, sense of humor, and of course their strength. I felt that I could not make any judgements about their involvement in violent actions, resulting from a very desperate situation. I am very sympathetic to the plight of the Palestinian people. Still, I felt even more sad because the violent retaliations of the Palestinians do nothing to help the cause. As we saw, the women came out of prison years later to discover the situation even worse than it was. But nothing is black and white. What remains is their stories. That is the truly inspiring thing, the living thing that can produce change. I dont believe in violence as a solution, but I respect the women for sacrificing so much in their boldness.
    What I want to know is if you think there are less women than men involved in the struggle in some way? I want to know the ways tha women struggle, nonviolently, and if there is an organized nonviolent movement in Palestine to end the occupation. And I want to know, according to the numbers you gave us- that there are only about 150 female detainees compared to 7000male detainees- why there are less women involved. Because of cultural limitations on women? Because they tend to reject violent solutions more than men?
    Finally, when the women were talking of being in prison, and of the wall that is erected now, I thought also of cultural prisons regarding women's rights. I wonder how these women see their struggle- only to liberate the Palestinian people as a whole, or more specifically, to challenge women's roles within their own culture? 
THank you again for showing and making your film. I told all my friends about it- and want to tell my cousins in Cairo to see it in October (where is it showing??). Take care, Katherine  Toukhy
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Inbox

	hi buthina,
i hope you remember me. i am the 'grayhaired' woman who approached you after the film last thursday at spontaneous celebrations.

  i was most effected by your film. not only did you artfully  and thoughtfully address the fascist torture and disrespect of the israelis to the palestinians, but you also brought to life the resilience, power and strength of the women involved.  i have forwarded your web page to several women i know in israel and have encouraged them to contact you. from what i gathered from our conversation, you will be home this summer and they can arrange something with you at that time.

additionally, i am a member of the jewish women for justice in israel/palestine group here in boston. i have also emailed my cohorts in that group and have suggested that we arrange a viewing of the film. i am not sure of your availability and would like to know if you will be here till the end of the semester, and if your film is for sale .  it would be wonderful to arrange another viewing with you there to discuss the process and address questions.  i want to thank you for your efforts. i can imagine the pain and struggle you have endured in the making of this film.  it is a project that has given voice to the women of palestine in a most important way.

regards,
eleanor

eleanor roffman
division of counseling and psychology
graduate school of arts and social sciences
lesley university
cambridge, ma. 02138
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